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Anisava Miltenova

TOWARDS THE SLAVIC TRANSLATIONS OF CAPITA
PARAENETICA ASCRIBED TO EITHER NILUS OF
ANKYRA OR TO HESYCHIUS OF JERUSALEM

It has been rightfully noticed many times that the medieval
Bulgarian literature was prevailingly monastic in character. In
other words, the greater part of both translated and original writ-
ings (no matter whether they belonged to the canonical monastic
readings or not) were created in monasteries, were intended for
monks and disseminated by monks. Any study of the First Bul-
garian Kingdom’s literary repertoire leads to the conclusion that it
was “a typical monastic library similar to those in the bigger Byz-
antine monasteries”!. This is based on an estimation of the medie-
val Bulgarian men of letters” mentality and interests: they, in the
spirit of the Eastern Orthodoxy, translated and copied mainly
texts related to both the catechistic part of Christian literature (i.e.
the explanatory part which aims at preparing for Christianity and
at practicing it) and the paraenetic part of the same literature (i.e.
the didactic, instructive part)

The monastic literature from the early period is preserved in
fragments, so the conclusions concerning its scope and character
are made, to a greater extent, on the basis of the manuscript col-

I Thomson 1999a: 117-118.
2 Survey in: Thomson 1999a: 107-139; Veder 2005a; Veder 2005b; Miltenova
2007; Istorija 2008: 203-212.
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lections of the Hilandar and Zograph monasteries on Mount
Athos (as, by the way, is the case with the rest of the Slavic literary
tradition)?®.

The so-called florilegia* take a major place in both Byzantine
and Slavic monastic miscellanies, especially of those related to the
Holy Mount of Athos. These anthologies include excerpts which
favour the spiritual perfection of the Christian — from the Bible,
from the writings of the Holy Fathers and ancient authors — as
well as wise phrases (yvopat) and apophtegms (amodOeypata)
combined with short exegetical texts with instructions and rec-
ommendations. In the florilegia the respective texts are organised,
more or less consistently, according to a thematic or a structural
principle®. The complexity of their textological study is due to the
peculiarity of their content — they are comprised of numerous
fragments which are difficult to identify. The long and compli-
cated analysis of this paraenetic texts, the efforts to determine the
history of the translations and their transmission sometimes have
unexpected results in terms of their chronology and specifics. I
have recently reported some information concerning a few an-
thologies of wise phrases, which are closely linked to the First
Bulgarian Kingdom’s monastic literature®.

In the present research I propose some data concerning an un-

3 Tagvavdrg 1996: 337-346; Tapvavidlg 2004, 175-195, 303-306. New details
concerning the manuscript heritage can be found in the precious inventory of
the newly discovered manuscript collection at St Catherin’s Monastery on
Mount Sinai, made by Prof. Ioannis Tarnanidis (Tarnanidis 1988); this discovery
became the starting point for many new studies both in Byzantology and in
Slavic studies.

¢ Richard 1964 (Reprinted in Opera minora, t. 1, Turnhout, 1976, N 1, coll. 475-
512).

5 Marti 1984: 126; Kuzidova 2003; Getov 2006: 1-2 and literature cited.

6 Miltenova, Getov 2001; Miltenova 2009.
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known Slavic translation of a writing comprised of maxims (sen-
tentiae) entitled: TlpiiENaro WUA NALIErO HHAM. W PAZOVMBIH  OvweNia
Adlieroazas. Inc.: CTYA HMBH BARIH. H YTOMB Kb ECBMb CRETFEABCTROME
eTH cRoce BsesA0H. Three copies of this translation are known to
me so far:

1. In parchment Ms 382 (453) in the Hilandar’s collection
(further on Hil 382) — from the late 13%"—early 14" century?, Serbian
in origin; no jus signs, one-jer Rashka orthography - is preserved a
fragment from the text on ff 59r(a)-60v(c) (two-column text). This
copy is the oldest one in this group. Inc.: ....bca pAZOYMERAH TABN NA
BATOK K¢ ABAO NETABILIE. ABNH C6 W HN'E IRAHKO & AKbI CKOTh CTRAJAKTE
YARKA. ABAAH ke Taa. End: O rAABHZNAX Ke CARGCNBIHXD ALE N& ABNH Ce.
XOLIELIH BO COYAHH NAMH MEJAMH. MPMAAS HCMBITANL BbIHTHH-:

2. In parchment Ms 72 in the Romanian Academy of Sciences,
Bucharest — Serbian in origin, 14" century?®, ff 37r—43r: ﬂpn%smro WiLA
NALLIEPO NHAX. W gAZOVMNHI OVYeNHIA Allenoaszraa. Inc.: Csz\xb HMEH BARHT H
PTOMb Kb BCBMb CERTEABCTEOM CEBCTH CEOKH BECAONH CAMOMOV EBITH Eoy

K"B‘)O\fH Bb NHX®E A BAAKLLH HQ?NO BBIAH MOXBAABI CTHAH ke C¢ XO\beI.

7 V. M. Istrin, who discovered the miscellany, supposed it originated in the 13t
century (Istrin 1896: 48). Sava Hilandarets accepted the same time of origin
(1897: 20-21). P. A. Lavrov linked the manuscript to the late 13t-early 14 cen-
tury (Lavrov 1899: I-XIV). He was the first to ascertain that it had content simi-
lar to the Izbornik of 1073. Identifying two folia from the V. Grigorovic¢ collection
(nowadays kept in the Russian State Library in Moscow, M 1702) as a part of
the miscellany. The major part of the scholars date the manuscript around the
border between the two centuries (see Matejic 1976: 32 — he classified the
monument as a Pafericon and dated it back to the 14t century; Bogdanovic 1978:
150-151, N 382 — he classified it as a Zlatostruj; Ivanova 1979: 57-59 as well as
footnote 9 — she datedit back to the 13%—early 14t century; Matejic, Thomas
1992: 499 — defined the manuscript as Zlatostruj; Thomson 1993: 40, footnote 41,
proposed as more valid dating the 14t century).

8 Panaitescu 1959: 87-88.
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3. In paper Ms 310, in the Romanian Academy of Sciences, Bu-
charest — Walachian in origin, 16* century®, no jus signs, two-jer
orthography ff 101r-108r: [piieNare Wiia HALIErO HHAX. W (AZOVMBI H

. — x —~! ’c‘
O\fYGNI(\ ALLCMOABZNAA. Il’lC.Z CT?S‘ HMBH BXIH. H 9YTOMb Kb BCEMb
A,
CRBTEABCTROMb CBRBCTH (ROCE E"BC"B,A,O\{‘H. End: W 'AABHZNAX &€ CAOKGCNI}.II)-(I
—
AlLLI€ N¢ ABNH Ce. XOL[I€LLUH & CO\f,A,H NAMH M"B‘)AMH. MOMAATB HCIMBITANA BbITH:.

The three manuscripts are in close interrelation. G. Mihaila'
was the first to reveal the dependency of the manuscripts in the
Romanian Academy of Sciences (Ms 72 and Ms 310) with the Hi-
landar Miscellany. Later K. Ivanova published a full description
and study of the part from it which is identical to the Izbornik of
1073". In addition F. Thomson specified the place of the manu-
script and pointed out that Hil 382 and the manuscripts in Bucha-
rest had probably the same protograph; he also stated that the
three manuscripts present a separate branch of the Izbornik manu-
script tradition (the so-called First Symeon’s Miscellany)'. This
opinion was accepted unanimously by the researchers. The Hilan-
dar Codex (no matter all the lacunae which spoil the integrity of
many texts)!® is made of two separate manuscripts (ff 1-197 and ff
198-259) with separate pagination of the two parts. The first part
is a florilegia, and includes numerous excerpts from the Holy Fa-
thers” writings, from early Christian and pagan authors which are
still deprived of detailed description, identification and critical
edition. Namely on some of them we focus in our recent publica-

° Panaitescu 2003: 55-58.

10 Mihaila 1977: 255-280; Mihaila 1987: 3-20.

1 Tvanova 1979: 57-96.

12 Thomson 1993: 40-50.

13 So far are known three fragments, additional to the manuscript, which are
kept in Russia — two are in the Library of the Russian Academy of Sciences in St
Petersburg (Dmitrievski 41 u 13.7.1) and one is in the Russian State Library in
Moscow (Grigorovi¢ Ms 19 /M 1702/).
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tions!.

The present study deals with a writing which is a selection of
Christian ethical instructions (CPG 6583: Sententiae) grouped in
two parts (very often merging or interwoven): a) Capita paraenetica.
Inc.: PoPov eye Feob xat modov (CPG 6583a, PG 79: 1252-1262); b).
Sententiae abducentes hominem a corruptibilibus. Inc.: ‘Odo¢ ei¢
apeTnV, 1 To0 Biou duyn (CPG 6583b, PG: 1240-1250). There are
more than 40 Greek copies (the earliest are from the 9% century)!®
of this text (henceforth Capita paraenetica)!® as well as some Arme-
nian and Georgian translations. The copies, which vary according
to the quantity and the ordering of the phrases both in Slavic and
Byzantine manuscripts, appear not only with the name of Nilus of
Ankyra (ca 390-430) but also with the name of Hesychius of Jeru-
salem (ca 380- 433?).

The variation of the authorship directs us to the assumption
that the text was originally by Evagrius Ponticus (ca 345-399). As
soon as in the 6—7% century a great number of Evagrius” writings
(or parts of them) were ascribed to Nilus and Hesychius. It is a
well-known fact that Evagrius, in the spirit of Neoplatonism, fol-
lowing the teaching of both Macarius of Egypt and Macarius of
Alexandria, first systematised the ascetic writings of the Egyptian
monks'’. At the Second Council of Constantinople (553) Evagrius’

14 Miltenova 2000, 319-324. Miltenova, Getov 2002, 305-320 (and the literature
quoted there); Miltenova 2008: 458-493; Miltenova 2009 (in print).

15 For a list of the manuscripts see Mennes 1971: 278-281, compare also the da-
tabase at: http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/rech_oeuvre/resultOeuvre/filter_auteur/41-
09/filter_oeuvre/5257

The popularity of the wise phrases is proven by the fact that Patriarch Photios
mentions them at the end of a list of apophtegms and wise thoughts in his Bib-
liotheca at the spot where he speaks about yvwpat in 22 chapters (codex 198).

16 This designation is introduced with the first publishing of the wise phrases
(Fronton du Duc 1624).

17 Harmless 2004: 345-399.
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texts were condemned as popularising Origen’s ideology and this
is why a great part of his writings began being spread by means of
pseudo-authorship. Capita paraenetica fully corresponded to the
mystical trend in the monks” perfection which was characteristic
for this author?®.

Copies of the two parts of the writing — or at least of certain
fragments from it ascribed to Nilus of Ankyra — are included in
about one half of the known and described manuscripts. No tex-
tological research has been done on them so far. Some extremely
important details concerning the history of the text are presented
in A. Guillaumont and C. Guillaumont’s study on Practicus (capita
centum) by Evagrius®. Under the title Floriléges Fvagriens scholars
group several Greek manuscripts, typical in composition, which
include question-and-answer texts, excerpts from the writings of
the Holy Fathers, apophtegms, short units of wise phrases etc.

The manuscripts most important for the present study among
those are: 1) Gr 126, Russian State Library, Moscow, 12t century, ff
124r-v 120r-125v: Title: Nethou yviopar Prwdedeic. Inc.: POPov éxe
Beov xat mobov (PG 79, 1252 B-1261 C and 1240 C-1244 C)%; 2)
Theol. Gr. 167, Austrian State Library, Vienna, 14" century, ff
179v-184v: Title: Tov Ogw Nethou yvawpar Pwdeleic. Inc.: POBov
éye Beov... (PG 79, 1252 B-1261 C and 1240 C-1249 B)*; 3). Vat.
Ottobon. Gr. 436, Vatican Library, from the year 1435 ff 170v-172v:
Title: Tob O6otw Nethov yvopar Prwdeleic. Inc.: POBov Eye Oeov...
(PG 79, 1225 B-1257 A-B); 4) Vallic. Gr. 67 (E 21) 14" century, ff
170v=172v: Title: Tob autov xedadata Stadopa EBSopmxovta €. Inc.:
®oBov éye Beov... (PG 79, 1225 B-1257 B). A. Guillaumont and C.

18 Sinkewicz 2003: XVII-XL.

1 Guillaumont, Guillaumont 1971.

2 Papoulidis 1981: 491; Guillaumont, Guillaumont 1971: 272-274.

2t Hunger, Kresten, Hannick 1984: 268-275; Guillaumont, Guillaumont 1971:
275-277.
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Guillaumont found out that codices Gr 126, Theol. Gr. 167 and
Patm. 548% to a greater extent have a similar composition®. They
relate them to one and the same branch in the manuscript tradi-
tion with a hypothetic protograph ¢ (early 12 century) originating
from an archetype (v) which, most probably, is much earlier?. To
this branch of Capita paraenetica and the surrounding sententiae we
may well add also the codex Vatop. 38, 10" century, ff 154r-159v:
Dvopar Buwdelei. Inc.: PoPov €ye Oeov... (PG 79, 1252 B 3 — 261 C
10 and 1240 C 1 - 1249 B 5; CPG 6583)%. The listed copies ascribe
the writing to Nilus of Ankyra (except for Vatop. 38, where it is
anonymous).

It is worth mentioning here that there is an apparent similarity
between these Greek miscellanies and the initial archetype of co-
dex Hil. 382 (together with Ms 72 and Ms 310 in the Library of the
Romanian Academy which are related to it). In the content of the
Greek manuscripts prevail the theological question-and-answer
writings and paraenetic excerpts from the Holy Fathers — John of
Damascus, Maximus the Confessor, Nilus of Ankyra, Hesychius of
Jerusalem etc. The first part of the Viennese manuscript Theol.gr.
167 from the year 1280 (ff 1-69) includes the Mirror (Dioptra) by
Philip Monotropus; the largest part in the second half (from the
late 13t century) is taken by the questions and answers of Athana-
sius of Sinai*. Next to them finds its place a mosaic of paraenetic

22 Sakkelion 189: 235; this codex does not include the text examined here, but
other excerpt with the name of Nilus.

2 Guillaumont, Guillaumont 1971: 278-279; final stemma of witnesses in: Getov
2006: 3-4.

2+ Guillaumont, Guillaumont 1971: 369. According to the analysis of the whole
content the composition was probably spread in the 10t century.

25 ] am very thankful to Dorotey Getov who directed me to this manuscript and
gave me a photocopy of its description: Lamberz 2006: 168-183.

26 Bibikov 1996: 150-151.
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texts — florilegia type — translated in the above mentioned South
Slavic manuscripts. It is logical to assume that the translation is
made from a Greek manuscript similar in composition, most
probably in a monastic environment.

In a second group of Greek manuscripts Capita paraenetica is
ascribed to Hesychius of Jerusalem (under the name of the same
author is included also in CPG 6583). Some of them are analysed
and published by ]J.-K. Orellius?; the text in his edition shows
some differences in relation to the text published by Migne (PG 79
1252-1261 and 1240-1248). According to M. N. Speranskij the
Slavic translation which is preserved in the Sviatoslav Miscellany
(Izbornik) of 1076 (Russian in origin) goes back to a Greek arche-
type closer to the text published by Orellius®. The publishers of
the Izbornik of 1076 foster this opinion and so put as appendices
namely the text printed in the mentioned edition®.

Systematisation of Slavic translations has not finished yet.
Nevertheless there are enough data on the basis of which one can
outline (at least as an initial stage) the history of this popular
paraenetic composition. Below I am going to summarise the
known evidence.

The first (probably the earliest) Slavic translation of Capita
paraenetica came to us in its earliest copy in the Izbornik of 1076
(Ermitaznoe 20 Russian State Library, St. Petersburg), Russian in
origin, ff. 626-796 (without any end): NakazanHi foyxHAa npezeyTepa
HG?CAM’E. Inc.: CT”AX'L K'bHNO\f’ HMBH H E?KHHIO AWBEBRb. H YHCTO KB BbCBMBD

¢gane. The Greek archetype is, as I have already mentioned, a

77 Orellius 1819: 320-349.

28 Speranskij 1904: 433. According to him in Melissa (a Greek miscellany) was in-
cluded another selection of the wise phrases ascribed to Hesychius.

2 Jzbornik 1965: 710-718.
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combination of CPG 6583a and 6583b*. The text was interpreted in
detail at the reconstruction of the so-call Kniazheski izborink by W.
Veder®. The transmission of the translation which appeared in
Bulgaria in the 10* century could be traced in a number of Russian
and Serbian manuscripts from the 14" to the 17 century — Veder
divides them into three groups: 1) related to the so-called
Menayon Miscellany (Mineen izbornik)*?>, 2) to the “veritable”
Prince Miscellany (Kniazheski izborink) and 3) to the Miscellany of
John the Sinner (Izbornik na greshniya loan). These groups present
three successive stages of the reconstructed development of simi-
lar didactic compositions intended for instructing the Bulgarian
heirs of the throne. Veder hypothesises that the Menayon Miscel-
lany originated around the year 900 (for the princes Michail and
Petar), that the Kniazheski izborink was compiled at the same time
(for Prince Petar) and that the Miscellany of John the Sinner could
be dated back after the year 960%. The compilation of the miscella-
nies as a whole combines excerpts from already translated
preaching and hagiographic writings** and in its turn becomes a
basis for new compilations enriched with parts from the Egyptian
Paterikon, Skete Paterikon, John the Climacus’ Ladder, John
Chrysostom, the Bible Book called the The Wisdom of Jesus Son of
Sirach and others. As a result from such “compilation of compila-

% See also Speranskij 1904: 420—421 who calls them Ilapatveoig and I'vopat re-
spectively.

3 Veder 2008: 8-10; 35-48.

% Bulanin 1990: 161-178.

3 Veder 2008: 12.

3 Vita of St. Nyphon by Genadius of Constantinople (5t c. — 471), Zlatostruj, ex-
cerpts from the Simeon Miscellany (Izbornik of 1073), from the Skete Paterikon,
Vita of Theodora of Alexandria, questions and answers by Pseudo-Athanasius
of Alexandria, the sententize by Menander, the Agapithus’ instructions for good
ruling (one of the most popular Byzantine “Mirrors” dedicated to ars guberna-
ndi) etc.



134 A. Miltenova

tions” down to us came the Sviatoslav Miscellany (Izbornik) of
1076 which was copied by a Russian man of letters (yet it is good
evidence to the Old Bulgarian origin of the parts included in it)3.
The different lexical readings show the variety characteristic of
this type of literature. The writing either remains anonymous or in
its title there are various authors mentioned: Hesychius of Jerusa-
lem (in ErmitaZznoe 20 Russian State Library, Izbornik of 1076; in a
miscellany of 16 c., Meleckij Monastery 119, Central Scientific Li-
brary, Kiev, and Ms 45, 15%-16%" c., University Library, Saratov);
St. Nyphont (Ms Pogodin 1032, 15 c., Russian State Library and
Ms Voskresenskij 110, 16%-17t c., State Museum of History, Mos-
cow); St. Ephrem (manuscript T.p. 13, 14% c., Library of Russian
Academy, St. Petersburg and Ms 26, 14 c., National Library of
Serbia, Belgrade), and a fragment in Ms 1037, 14* c., National Li-
brary of Bulgaria, Sofia, bears the name Nilus*. No matter the dif-
ferences between the witnesses (mainly in terms of the number of
the sententiae), the reconstructed text of Capita paraenetica in this
Mediveal Bulgarian translation is reliable when comparing it with
the rest of the translations of the text.

In his research on the sentential literature M. N. Speranskij
views as part of the earliest translation a fragmental copy which is
found in a parchment manuscript Ms 93 (1-2) (M. 2513 I-II) from
A. N. Popov’s collection, Russian National Library, Moscow, 14—
15" century, uncial in two columns. The text is on ff 67b—68c: CTro
MPIOENATY WiLA HLLIEro HOHXHEA MJEZEHTEGA HIGAMBCKAALD T0OV¥eNHR. Inc.:
CT?AX[) HMBH BP‘KHHH AWB'B¢. H PHCTO Kb BCBMb. CBRBABTEABCTRO ChRBCTNO
nush. This is an excerpt from Capita paraenetica, but large parts of

the text were omitted. At its end a paterikon text was added with-
out a separate heading. The manuscript — written by a man of let-

35 Veder 2005: 185-199.
3 Veder 2008: 35.
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ters with Serbian orthographic habits but directly from a Middle
Bulgarian protograph — comprises of the Skete Paterikon, parts of
Vita Constantini, the Vita of Andrew the Holy Fool, the Vita of
Theodora of Alexandria, the Dormition of Theotokos by John the
Theologian etc?.

In the Slavic manuscript tradition there are other two variants
of Capita paraenetica which are ascribed to Hesychius of Jerusalem.
The first one is attached to the collection of wise phrases Pcela
(MéAwoa, The Bee) in a few Russian manuscripts, with its main
representative Ms F.n.1.44, Russian National Library, St. Peters-
burg, 14"-15% century. It is published by Semenov?*® with different
lexical readings after two other manuscripts (Ms 324/ 421 from the
Synodical collection, State Museum of History, Moscow, 16t c.,
and Ms 1066 from Pogodin’s collection, Russian National Library,
St. Petersburg, 16% c.). It bares the name of Hesychius in its title:
CI\OBLLA HZB?ANA CTHFO HCO\{‘XHI‘A I_IVOZBO\{"T‘G?A HGPAﬁMbCICI&\. Inc.: CT?AX'b BHPKH
HMBH BCrAA H HKEAANHE HMBH K NGMO\f H ¥T0 CBRBAHTEALCTRO HMBH KO
resmp. According to Speranskij the Greek archetype in its full form

is ITapaiveoig (i.e. PG 79, 1252 B-1261 C and 1240 C-1249). The
scholar points out numerous arguments in favour of the hypothe-
sis that this was a separate translation, different from the one in
the Izbornik of 1076.

M. N. Speranskij introduces in the scholarship a third transla-
tion when he publishes a 16%-century Russian copy: Ms 165/650
from the Synodical collection, State Museum of History, Moscow,
16% century, f 258r: Ctro Nuaa. ® ngHTavb ¢ro ko HHoKo. A, NerbZpbamanic
BpaLLeNs npeckuae noets. According to the researcher close to this

copy are the following manuscripts: Ms 763 (1834) Trinity Sergius

%7 The Miscellany, bound in two volumes, does not have a published descrip-
tion. I use the typed description made by B. M. Tihomirov.
3% Semenov 1892.
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Lavra, Russian State Library, Moscow, 15% century, Russian in
origin; Ms 171 (1674) from the same collection and library, 15%
century, Russian in origin; Ms 404, National Library, Belgrade,
burnt during World War II, 17 century, Serbian in origin.

The composition of the Greek archetype differs from the above
mentioned - in its initial part it includes phrases from I'lapatveoig
1Eog povaxovs (PG 79 1235-1240) and then phrases from both
IMapatveowg (PG 79 1250-1261) and I'voupar (PG 79 1240-1250).
The style and the language of the sententiae also differ from those
of the early translation. The same text is found in Ms 74 in the Li-
brary of the Romanian Academy of Sciences in Bucharest, 1460—-
1470, Moldavian in origin with Middle Bulgarian protograph, f
49r: NGK'Z;Z,A,P'[)FKANHTQ BALLIEND I‘I?"E("ELLATG Mo NegbzApfbmz\NTe BAG A0
npsnHnae, as well as a later manuscript from the Synod Library in

Bucharest, Ms II 280, 16% century, Moldavian in origin®.
Even from a cursory glance it is clear that this group of texts

goes back to a Middle Bulgarian translation of another Greek col-
lection. It was ascetically oriented and found place in miscellanies
with translations of authors related to the teaching of Hesychasm.
What is the place of the newly discovered translation of Capita
paraenetica found in Hil 382 (in Ms 72 and Ms 310 in the Romanian
Academy of Sciences respectively) among the ones enlisted above?
I already underlined that no major research on Capita
paraenetica has taken in consideration these three South Slavic
copies. As far as the composition goes, they omit — just as is the
case in the Kniazheski izborink — the first 24 alphabetically ordered
phrases which were tentatively named KepaAaiwx 1) magatveoig
(PG 79 1252 B -1260 C); then phrases 25 — 119 are consistently pre-
sented in them except for some minor omissions, additions of
separate words and only one transposition (phrase 50 was placed

39 Mircea 2005: 140.
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between phrases 56 and 58). The second part of the text, entitled

Herxbsiero caoro in the mentioned copies, fully corresponds to

I'vopat antayovoat twv GOtV Kat kKoAAwoal tolg APpO&ETOg

tov avOpwmov (PG 79 1240 C — 1249 B) — phrases from 1 to 98. The

order and the segmentation of the sententiae are the same as in the

Greek copies in Mosq. Gr 126, Theol. Gr. 167 and Vatop. 38. The

preliminary comparison shows that the closest copy is the one in

Mosq. Gr 126; its detailed analysis and edition are yet to be done.

This Greek copy — which quite closely follows the publication in

PG - when juxtaposed to the text published by V. Semenov and in

the Izbornik of 1076 — shows some differences to them.

The Slavic translations present in W. Veder’s reconstruction of
the Kniazheski izbornik (henceforth K) and the oldest copy of the
text in Melissa or Pcela (henceforth P) are different from the trans-
lation under consideration (henceforth A) not only in volume but
also in language:

e 1-23in A correspond to 25-49 according to PG 1252 B-1253 A;
the same phrases correspond to 1-23 in P but in the translation
of P 29 and 30 as well as 39 and 40 are fused and in 12 there is
an addition; in K 36, 37, 38 and 46 are omitted.

e 24-30in A correspond to 51-57 according to PG 1253 B; these
sentences correspond to 24-30 in P but there 49 and 50 fuse in
the translation; K omits 52, 53 and 55; under 31 in A is phrase
50; this transposition is typical only for A.

e 32-60 in A correspond to 58-88 according to PG 1253 C-1256
D; A omits 59 and 63; the translation in P corresponds to
phrases 31-59 but 80 is divided in two — 53 and 54, and 82 is
missing; K omits 66, 67, 68, 73, 75 and 88.

e 61-70 in A correspond to 89-98 in PG 1257 A-B; they corre-
spond to 61-71 in P; 96 is divided in two — 68 and 69; P ends
here but with other phrases as Semenov has already pointed
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out®; K omits 93.

e 71-89 in A correspond to the Greek text 99-116, PG 1257 A-B;
K translates selectively: 101, 103, 104, 107, 109, 119, 125, 127-
131 and 136-138.

e The second part, entitled Hcnxniero caoro, translated fully in A
(1-98), is selectively presented in K: 2-4, 8, 10, 12, 22, 26-29, 40,
42, 47, 50-51, 53-55, 57-59, 63, 66, 76-77, 79, 78, 80-87, 89-91,
93-9841.

All this confirms the conclusion that A, P and K are separate
translations which are related to different Greek variants.

The earliest copy of Hil 382 (ff 59a-60c), as I pointed out, is
from the final part of the writing (and perhaps this is why it has
not been noticed yet) in Ms 72 (ff 37r-43r) and Ms 310 (ff 101r-
108r) from the Romanian Academy of Sciences. The text is fully
preserved, undamaged and the readings correspond quite ex-
actly to one another, which makes the reconstruction of its ini-
tial content easier. It is interesting that in the mentioned manu-
scripts the writing is placed in the same context as in the group
of the Greek manuscripts: Gr 126, Russian State Library, Mos-
cow, 12t century; Theol. Gr. 167, Austrian State Library Vienna,
14" century; Vatop. 38, 10% century. Capita paraenetica is found
surrounded by four texts: a) the so-called Florilegium Mosquense
(Hil 382 ff 60c-64c)*; b) Collection of aphoristic instructions for
moral perfection ordered after the Greek alphabet (Capita
alphbetica, CPG 6082) (Hil 382 ff 64c—66d)*; c) Short instruction

40 Semenov 1892: 90, n. 1.

4 For the juxtaposition see: Veder 2008: 43-48. I am grateful to the author for
presenting me with the results of his work before the actual publishing of the
K’ wezhii izbor nik.

#2 The columns in the written margin are marked with a, b (on folio r) and ¢, d
(on folio v).

# Miltenova 2009.
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concerning both gratefulness to God and prayer — it is an ex-
cerpt from Basil the Great’s homily about Iulitta the martyr (In
martirem lulittam, CPG 2849, PG 31, 244 A 15-244 D 5) (Hil 382 ff
66d—-67b) and d) Instruction on the Ten Commandments of God
(an excerpt from Constitutiones apostolorum, goes back to Di-
dache) (in Hil 382 is presented in a fragment: ff 67b-67c-d, with-
out an end)*. These writings enter the first part of Hil 382 (ff 1-
197) where the creators of the protograph followed the ar-
rangement of the Greek original. The four listed texts, together
with Capita paraenetica form a stable combination in the branch
of the Greek copies, marked with v according to the classifica-
tion of A. Guillaumont and C. Guillaumont as already men-
tioned.

The newly discovered translation A (which came down to us
in its fullest copy in Ms 310 in the Romanian Academy of Sciences
and is used below for the comparison) has the same linguistic pe-
culiarities as Florilegium Mosquense and the Instruction on the Ten
Commandments of God, found next to the same manuscripts
which I have dealt with in another paper*. Characteristic for this
translation is the striving for exact, even word-for-word rendering
of the Greek in spite of some errors in the Slavic copies. Complex
rhetorical figures, idiomatic expressions and metaphoric parallels
were all avoided here. Even a cursory glance when comparing the
translations shows that they were made at the same epoch, which
is also confirmed by their linguistic peculiarities.

# Miltenova 2008; Excerpts from Constitutiones apostolorum and more precisely
from Book VII are included in a number of Byzantine writings of the type of
Florilegia, which means also in the questions and answers of Athanasius of Sinai
(PG, 89, 1860, col. 472-476). They are translated within the Izbornik of 1073 and
are included in the Kniazheski izborink as well as in the Izbornik of 1076; see
Veder 2008: 66-71.

4 Miltenova 2006: 320-326.
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The different methods for translation may be well illustrated
by the following examples*:

PG

A
MS 310

K
Izbornik of 1076

II
MsF.n. 1. 44
Attached to Pcela
(Melissa)

My, ebdpatvou Toic
avlnpoic Tob fBtou.
TO Y0P YOPTLVOV
avBoc, m¢
dnhadac, papai-
veta.

Ne payh ce w
CRETABIXD KHTHIA
Cero. TYARNBI BO
LRETH AONEAHKE

WCEZACLLIH O\VBEAMCTD.

Ne gecean ca
URBTOVLITHMH MHpA
CEro. IAKO TYARBNBIH
BO KCTh LLRETS.
KAHKO BO HMb
RBOMELLIH TOAHKO %€
OVBAAAKTD.

Ne gecear ca w
KPACOT T MHJA Cero,
AKBI TPARNBIH BO 1
LLRETH. €ATKO H HMB
RB(TELLIH TOAHKO
OVBAAAET.

"Ev toi¢ Auroig
VY OPLaTEL, XAl O
Cuyog ToV

R nevaannl
BATOAAPBCTRBIH
NPERECA TIEXORNA

Ro nevaanxs

— o
BAFOAAPBCTRT BA. H
RAYBMB TH

B cioppexn
MOXRAAAH BA, AA TH
WEBAGI?H BJEMA

TOANaXLG YOP
npodepet, anep

HZNOCHTbL ¢X¢ BB
AOB?O TAHTH.

HZBLUTAKTb. 1Ke
KCTh ABMO TAHTH.

apap TtV xoudtle- | ABIYACTh. PPEXORBNBIH PPEXORNOE.

ToL. OBABI'BYHTh CAN.

®eidou Ti¢ LHean mnoro eznika, | Corakt razaics cH. | Larh (1)
YAwTTNG. MHNOFALLIH BO MNOTALLBABI BO BECMOCTARNATO CROEr0

RZBIKA. MNOFAH?'N INY
HZNOCHTbL €roAke ABMO

TOAAOUG XEXTTTAL.

HMBH.

o
OULELVOY TAHTH.

’
xpurteahat.

! 9y ’ —
Tag apetac BAaraa Asaa TaH. A0BpoTnI CRORA TAH. | AoBpBIlA ABTEAH
XPUTLTE. APTUPAG | CRBTEAC iKe KHTHIO MOCAOVXBI KE AKHTHIO | OVEO TAH, CREAHTEAH
d¢ tob Piou CROEMOY MHOTBI MBNOIBI HMBH. KE MNOI'BI BB KHTHH

CATAKH.

Taic ypetag Tov
ALYV XOLVWVEL, O
aVTOV Yap GOt
XOLVOVIOL TTPOG TOV
Ocov yivetat.

[MoTpsEamb Tl

MPHWBLLIAH C¢. TEMH

BO TH MIWBLIENTeM
—

Kb 5OV BBIRACTS.

MorpssHio cTHIXD

MPHOBBLUTAH CA.

TEMH BO TH EOYAETH
—

Kb GOy

MPHOBLLITENHIE.

TpsEoRANHEMD ¢TXB
OBBLIAH CA. TEMB
B0 OBbLIENHRA TH Kb
EO\ EBIRAKTS.

paviag Yap €Tt
TATNP, TO KETPOV
¢Eeoyouevoq.

Kolale tov Bupov.

OYeTagABH PHERL
HEHCTRECTROY B ¢
Wik BezZb MBPH
HCXOA 6.

OYToAH PHERD. B8
—

B0 KCTh OLLb. KFAX

BEZ MBI HOXOAHTH.

OYToaH rHERD H
RJOCTh. BBCOV BO TH
<

e WLLb.

4 Because of the limited volume of the paper here I give just some excerpts

from the text.
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> -~ ’ -
Ev tai¢ vosotg, 1
TOGEVYT) PO TWY

Ra BoaszHEX
—
MATROK Kb AV H

Ba azans (1)
MpEKe RPAYA HMEH

R soaszNe
RPAVACTRO HMEH

’Land)V xa\l Kb A'BKO\{'I‘QLIJOMO\{ MATBO\{. MFI“RO\{ H K?AYA E'_b.‘.
dappraxwy BECEAOVH.

XEYPNTO.

S 3 -

Epyov etvat 700 ABAOY BBITH ZaKoNA | ABA0 ZAKONBHOK ABA0 ZAKONNOK
V(/)H.OU "C“;]V MHNH MOYHTANTE. Q?A MbNH YbTE¢NHE KNHIBI ?AZO\{'M"EH.

avayvwaty voprle,
0TaY RETA THG
YAWTING 6 VOUG
TEUYN T Tt
Behwv, év Taic
BiBrowg pyalnTa.

EZbIKb Cb OYMOMb
WEBLEMATH ¥T0 X0Té
RB KNHFAXb
ABAAETD.

KNHARBNOK. KIFAX BO
O\fM'b Ch RZBIKBMb
KBTO X0v€¢Th
HU,BAHTH. TO0 BB
KKNHIBI K’LIHNO\f
MOMHNAECTE KI'0.

¢FAN BO ?Lf Cb RZBIKO
MAOAD EATD
WEBHMATH XOL|IETD,
BB KNHFA AA
ABAAETS.

"Otav Aotdopm07c,
OXOTEL (&7) TL TOL
76 hotdoptag
nenpaxtol aklov.
et 8¢ 00
TEMPARTAL, XATVOV

Cra oyKopenh
BOVAGLLIH. PACMOTPH
EAA YTO OVKOpENTA
AOHNO C'TROPENO €.

© 2
ALIE AH N'E C'TROJENA
AHMb OVKOpENTAMH.

Kraa ta
OKACRETAKTH
JAZOVMIEH. EAN K
YBTO A0 TEEE RB
KAGRETE TOH. ALLITE
AH N'ECTh. TO MNH

elvon dedyovTa TNV AKBI ABIMB
hotoptay voptle. PACKOAATA CA
KAGRETOV.

CrAA WKAGRETAND
ESAGLLIH. BEAWAH,
¢AA TH ¥TO
CHABAANO BB
WKAGRETANHIO A0HNO.

"Ev oi¢ &8ux1),
UTIOPROVT]
TpoabeuYE, XAl
TPOG TOUG
adtxo0vTag 1
Brafrn pebioTatar.

Rb NHXRe WEBIAHMB
€CH Kb TPbMENHK
MPHBEraH. H Kb
WBbIA ¢LJIH" BJBAD
MPECTONMHTS.

Fraa oBHAHM®D KCH.

MOABBBIAH KB
’T‘?bl’l"BNH}O. H
’T‘fbl‘l"BNHIG TROE
BP’B,A,H'T‘b WEHAALIA
TA H O\TC’T‘VOH’T‘L..

ALje NH CBABR
WICACRETANHIO
AOCTOHNATO, W
NHXKE WEHA,0\
MPHEMAGLLIH, Kb
TEINENHIO NPHE'EIAH,
H KO WBHA ALIHHMB
MAKOCTh ROZRJATHTh
CA.

Interesting are some rare words known from only a few Bul-
garian monuments, e.g.: nptesea “scales’ translates {uyog “yoke” and

/ 47 = — X ) 3
scales”, cf. BB MevaANBl BAFOAAPBCTEBIH MP-ERBA TPEXOR'NA ABFYAEThH (O
Cuyog Ty apapTiav) but mun c w covAHnEX nprrreaxs (Meptuva Tod

Kottod Cuyov); kupozs (probably from eszeps?) 'appearance’ (BAeppa,

# The word is used to signify the Libra constellation in the translations of the
Erotapokriseis of Pseudo-Kaisarios, see Muarenos 2006: 254.
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the same meaning in the Slavonic translation of the Vita of Theo-
dor Studites)®; the adjective Toyranes (taraHes) ‘neglectful” in the

phrase Ne BoyAH W ABAANTH ZAMOREANEML TOVTAHEL (0Atywpoc) ap-
pears only in Sinai Paterikon but in a different meaning®; nexoyes

‘temptation’ (netpaopoc) as an extremely interesting Bible allusion
MAH ¢ He RemacTH b Hekoven (Tetraevangelia of Dobril of the year

1164, Russian State Library, Rum. 103; a 12%-century Sticharion
and some others)®. The verb anxonHTaTh ¢a ‘to overeat’ (Tpudaw) is

not present in the dictionaries known to me; nevatasTH ‘to seal’
(odpaytlew) is used metaphorically: g'ce AsA0 MATROR nevaTAsRAH (N
the Izbornik of 1076: RbeaKo ABA0 MATROK NEvATHAERAH) etc.

Other lexemes are found mainly in early monuments whose
translation is related to the Old Bulgarian period, for instance the
often appearing combinations saara AsTsAL ‘benefactor’ (dpetn), as

— — 51. Vi
well as BAAro AsA0 (ABAR BAFAR, BATBIXb ABAEXB)™; KoTopHRD ‘quarrel-

some’ (payyroc) (in the Izbornik of 1073 r., the 13 Orations of Greg-
ory the Great etc); reops ‘bladder’ (nopucbé)\u‘é) (in Hexaemeron of

John the Exarch, Erotapokriseis of Pseudo-Kaisarios, Pandects of
Antioch, Melissa (Pcela) etc)®?; oykophzha ‘impudence’ (Bete) (in
Pandects of Antioch, Efremovskaja Kormchaia etc.); oykopentic TRogHTH

‘to cause offence’ (from the xaBuPptlw) (in the Ustuzkaja Kormchaia,
the Ladder, Basil the Great’s instructions etc.)® in the expression

4 Slovar’ 1989, II: 96; I thank to my colleague Mariya Yovcheva for this infor-
mation.

# Sreznevskij 1893-1912, III: 1032.

% Sreznevskij 1893-1912, I: 1122.

51 For the uses in monuments from the 9t-10% century see Miltenov 2006: 192—
193.

52 Bojadziev 2005: 13-18.

5 Sreznevskij 1893-1912, III: 1181.
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€AA YTO OVKOpEHiA AOHNO C'TROPENO Te; RBOXAALIATH ‘restrain, prevent’
(xahwvoiv) (it is found in the Izbornik of 1073, the Slepce Epistles,
the Pandects of Antioch, Zlatostruj in a 12-century copy, Homiliary
of Mihanovic etc)*, often in imperative: gacxaatpan; the verb nasrath

‘trust’ (Oappetv) (in Codex Supraliensis, the Izbornik of 1073, the 13
Orations of Gregory the Theologian, the Pandects of Antioch etc),
the verb yieasTH (naasTH) ‘protect oneself (¢etdeadar) (in Grig-

orovi¢’s Prophetologion, Lobkov’s Prophetologion etc); nanus
‘noise’ (xpauym) (it is mentioned in Codex Supraliensis); the adjec-
tive ToyikAb (LOYKAL), alhotplag, in the expression To\fn?z\h\ B0
MABREAL TOgbvaHLLIA) (in Psalterium Sinaiticum, Ohrid Epistles, Lo-

bkov’s Prophetologion, Codex Supraliensis etc) and some others,;
koTopa ‘quarrel” in the expression awshgs koTops (drhovixog ‘quarrel-

some’); the verb macmnaatH ‘mock’ (yehopar) in the expression
NACMHCAH ¢ :kHTeHCKkoMoy Koaoy)S etc. There are some specific render-
ing decisions, e.g. caga ‘glory’ translates Suvasteta ‘power,
authority’; ugsrts ‘flower” translates péSov ‘rose’; nenpHipe translates
atadtov in the idiomatic exXpression KHT-sHCKoE MbMgHLE etc.

My colleague D. Getov and I have made an attempt to cast
new light on both the content and sources of part of the texts in
Hil 382, Ms 72 and Ms 310 in the Romanian Academy of Sciences
and more precisely on the Florilegium entitled Pazsmn Atnenoaeznin
CThiIXb Wilb. H BRENEWNHXD dinocodh (Tvapar Yuyweelel éx TV ayiwy
xal peyalwy Tatepwy)®, placed next to the text under considera-
tion. Here I am going to briefly repeat our conclusion: the Florile-
gium which comprises 166 short instructions and sententiae

5¢ For an overview of the uses in the early translations see Miltenov 2006: 232-
233.

% Sreznevskij 1893-1912, II: 334.

% Miltenova, Getov 2002: 305-320.
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(Yvopat) was translated in Bulgaria in the 10" century. This trans-
lation came down to us in Hil 382 and in the manuscripts in Bu-
charest. The similar linguistic peculiarities of Capita paraeneteica
and their surrounding texts in the same manuscript (ff 1-92) imply
the impression that they were translated by one and the same per-
son at the same time. The chronology of this translation’s origin is
identical to the one of the Izbornik of 1073 which is seen when jux-
taposing the text of the Instruction on the Ten Commandments of
God, copied in Hil 382 in two different translations — once as a
separate work (ff 67b—67c-d, without an end) and once as part of
the questions and answers of Athanasius of Sinai”. The same con-
clusion is reached after comparing Capita paraeneteica with the
translation of the Kniazheski izborink (its earliest copy is in the
Izbornik of 1076). The time of the newly discovered translation,
which is under consideration in this paper, could be hypothesised
around the 10 century, the so-called ‘late Preslav’. It may well be
claimed that this translation preserved established (or preferred)
peculiarities of the paraenetic literature, which originated in the
Bulgarian monasteries in Eastern Bulgaria. Such a conclusion is
supported also by the analysis of the Capita paraenetica’s content.
An indirect clue towards the time of its translation is the calcula-
tion of the time when the Second Coming of Christ and the
Doomsday would take place; it is found in an excerpt with an es-
chatological interpretation baring the name of Hippolytus of
Rome, entitled: Cao [MoanTa Prubckare @ Taskorantm AanHacka (f 36b—

36d). In the text, placed close to the combination of five texts, it is
Said that: MOAOBAKTE YARATH I"IfHLIJI:.CTBHI‘A I"'_I.\IA Rb I_IP"ISI_IOI\OBI\GNHFG CEABMBIK

THeSLE, i.e. in the year 992 1. (if the coefficient is 5508) or in the year
1000 (if the coefficient is 5500). Calculations of this kind were

57 Miltenova 2008: 483—-493.
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pressing in the last decades of the 10* century and spread in both
Byzantium and Bulgaria®. This circumstance to a certain extent
supports the assumption that not only the separate translations of
the texts (including Capita paraenetica) but also the composition of
this part of the protomiscellany as a whole (with its earliest copy
Ms 382 in the Hilandar Monastery) could be related to the late 10%
century and to be linked to the ruling of Tsar Petar (927-970).

In conclusion to the existing preliminary studies we could
draw the following history of the translations of Capita paraenetica,
possibly belonging to the works of Evagrius Ponticus:

1) In Bulgaria in the 10%* century were made at least two
translations of this writing, one of which (with the name of Hesy-
chius) is included in the composition of the so-called Kniazheski
izborink; its earliest copy that came down to us is the Izbornik of
1076; the second translation (with the name of Nilus) was most
probably carried out in a monastic environment not later than the
days of Tsar Petar.

2) In Bulgaria, probably in the 14" century, was made a third
translation of the wise phrases according to another composition
of the Greek text which is included in the ascetic miscellanies.

3) The comparative analysis of the Old Bulgarian translations
of Capita paraenetica, on the one hand, and the text attached to
Melissa (Péela) in Russian manuscripts, on the other, shows that
there are both similarities and differences in the translations. The
origins of the Slavic translation of Melissa, i.e. Pcela (which has
been considered Russian in origin but there have been opinions
opposite to that)® cannot be regarded as a definitely settled mat-
ter. It requires new research based on new evidence from the
Slavic manuscript tradition. Another hypothesis is that Capita

58 Sevéenko 2002, 561-578.
5% Thomson 1999b, V: 337-338; Pichhadze, Makeeva 2008: 7-8.
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paraenetica was translated separately from Melissa, and later on
was integrated into it.
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LXETIKA ME TIX XAABIKEX META®PAXEIX
TQN ITAPAINETIKQN KEDPAAAIQN TQON
AITOAIAOMENQN XTON NEIAO ATKYPAX
H XTON HXYXIO IEPOXOAYMQN

I peAétn avtn yia mewtn Good dnpootevoval otorxelo
HLG AYVWOTNG OAXPBLKTG HETAPOAOTG VOGS £QYOV TIOL TEQLEXEL
codég proeLs, oL omoleg amoddovtal tooo otov Neldo tov Li-
vaitn 6oo kat otov Hovxto tov legoooAvpitn. Ovoaotikd to
kelpevo avikel otov Evdyplo TTovtikod (meptmov 345-399) kau ei-
Vol YVWOTO OtV emoTnUovikn] PpAoyoadia vmd tov titAo
Capita paraenetica. AmtoteAeltat amd dvo pépn: a) Sentemtiae. Inc.:
DoBov éxe Oeov kat mMéBov (CPG 6583a, PG 79: 1252-1262) kau [3)
Sententiae abducentes hominem a corruptibilibus. Inc.: Odd¢ eig
agetny, 1) tov Biov Puyn (CPG 6583b, PG: 1240-1250). To éoyo
Poloketal o HOVAOTIKOUG OCUUMEIKTOUS KWOLKES TOL TUTIOU
“florilegia” amo TNV MOAV MEWLUN ETTOXN).

Onwe duiamiotwvertat, tov 10° awwva ot pecawvikr] BovA-
yoola elxyav moaypatomnowmOel tovAdyxlotov dvo petaPoAoelg
oL £0Yyov avtov. H mowtn anod avtéc megulauPavetatl 0to Ae-
youevo Hyepoviko Isbornik mov édptaoce we TG HEQES HAG OTO
TOAD TEWLHO QWOKO avtiyoado tov Isbornik tov 1076, evaw 1
devteon petadoaon mOavoTata MEAYHATonow|0nKe oE Hova-
OTIKO TEQLPAAAOV OXL AQYOTEQN ATIO TNV TEPLODO NG PactAeiag
tov todov ITétpov. ITiBavawe tov 14° awwva ot BovAyapia
TEAYUATOTOM O KE KAl VEx POLAYAQIKT) petadoaon (Toltn ot
OeRA) TV 0oPwV ENOEwV OVHPWVA HE AAAT, dlaxdogeTikn
ovvOeon Tov eAANVIKOL Keévou, To oTolo meQLAapBaveTal
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OTOUG OUMMEIKTOUG KWOLKEG HE TNOLXAOTIKO TIQOCAVATOALOUO.
Lopdwva pe auTh), YIvetatl o mewtn avaAvon Twv BovAyaot-
KWV petapoaocewv tov éoyov Capita paraenetica amo tn pia el
KAL TwV QNOewV 0T oUVOeON TOL CUHUEIKTOV KWOUKA HE TOV
titdo “MéAocoa” amd v dAAN. Ytagxovv TOOO0 OHOLOTNTESG
0T YAwooa g petdpoaocnc 6oo kat dadooéc. To meoBAnua
me Kataywyns e cAaPung petadoaocns g “MéAcoag”
(mov Bewpeltal QWOKTG TTEOEAEVOTG, AV KAL LTTAQXOLV avTiOe-
tec amopelg) dev pmoel va OewenOel 0Tl avtipetwniotnke oQt-
OTIKA KAl amaltel megattépw eEétaot pe Paorn to véo amodel-
KTIKO VAWKO TOL TIOOKVTITEL ATIO TN CAAPLKT] XEQOYQADN TIAQA-

doom.
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